Limber pine (Pinus flexilis James) is a wide-ranging forest tree species, occurring from southern 32 California in the United States to British Columbia and Alberta in Canada (Fig. 1) . It occurs at 33 elevations ranging from 850 to 3810 m, in a wide variety of habitats from subalpine to upper 34 alpine tree line (Steele 1990; COSEWIC 2014; Tomback and Achuff 2010) . Limber pine is 35 highly susceptible to white pine blister rust (WPBR), caused by the non-native fungal pathogen 36 Cronartium ribicola J.C. Fisch (Smith et al. 2013) . Other threats to this species include habitat 37 loss due to fire suppression and climate change as well as mortality from mountain pine beetle 38 (Dendroctonus ponderosae Hopkins) (Tomback and Achuff 2010) . In the Canadian portion of its also be important. On sites of high WPBR hazard, the best chance for successful restoration 54 efforts will be dependent on the availability of seedlings with genetic resistance to WPBR.
55
However, relatively little is known for limber pine about the types of resistance to WPBR and 56 their frequency, and previous testing has encompassed only a small portion of the species' 57 geographic range (Schoettle et al. 2014 species such as western white pine and sugar pine (Fig. 2a, 2b) of natural 'pre-screening' has been done in the forest.
221
To our knowledge, this is the first report of MGR to WPBR in Canada in natural populations of 222 any of the four white pine species present there (P. flexilis, P. monticola, P. albicaulis, and P. The information from these trials will provide key knowledge to help resource managers better 255 manage their populations.
256
To be of maximum utility, genetic resistance in limber pine has to be durable. 
